
 
 

 

 

    Sunday 19th February, 2023 
 

      "Shining with the Light of GOD" 
 

 

 

Matthew’s gospel tells us a story: a big one!  An important one, for the way in which his 
picture of Jesus will unfold.  That’s what the gospels are: ‘word pictures’ of Jesus, drawn 
from the stories of those who knew him.  
It’s an important story for our picture of Jesus too.  It shapes not only how we understand 
him, but how we follow his way. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
It’s a shame in one way that the liturgical year pulls us out of the flow of Matthew’s gospel.   
We jump forward a long way in his story, and perhaps miss the importance of some of 
what’s in between.  (We’ll pick that up as we head closer to Easter). 
 
At the same time, this is the traditional closing story to the ‘Epiphany’ season, and the lead 
in to the season of Lent.  It has its place in the ‘big picture’, in the flow of our liturgical 
narrative.   
 
The flow of this particular story is instructive too.  Let’s look at how it unfolds… 
 
Jesus withdraws to the mountain with Peter, James and John.   
 (I wonder what they were thinking as they walked – what the rest of the group were 
thinking for that matter!!) 
 
And they are witnesses to this incredible spectacle: the shining clothes, the dazzling 
appearance, the voice from the cloud. 
 
Clearly, Matthew is making a point here about Jesus’ heavenly connections - no wonder 
Peter didn’t know what to say! 

 

Matthew 17:1-9 

 
Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high 
mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face 
shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly there 
appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, 
‘Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one 
for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’  
 
While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from 
the cloud a voice said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; 
listen to him!’ When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were 
overcome by fear. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, ‘Get up and do not 
be afraid.’ And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.  
 
As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, ‘Tell no one about 
the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.’  
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Here is his friend Jesus, his teacher and leader, suddenly placed in the company of the 
‘greats’ of the Jewish story. 
 

(It's not important to Matthew how we know it’s Moses and Elijah – that’s not the 
point.  The point for him is that Jesus sits firmly in the traditions of his people and 
within the traditions of GOD’s Spirit working through particular leaders at particular 
times.  He was a Jew and a leader for the Jews!) 

 

This is affirmed by the story of the voice form the cloud – which draws us back to the 
similar voice in his baptism. 
 
“Mountain top” faith experiences are precious, and they should be.  We should hold them 
dear, when they come our way, and remember them well.  They’re precious in their own 
right, and they can be our encouragement and inspiration, when… 
 

the story shifts.   (da, da DA!!  That's a dramatic flourish, there, folks!) 

 
Peter, James, and John looked around.  Moses and Elijah were no longer there – only 
Jesus.   
 
What’s Matthew’s point?  I believe it is this: Moses and Elijah had been very important and 
faithful leaders for their times, for their moments in history, and it’s important for Matthew 
to identify Jesus with them. 
 

But it’s equally important for him that they leave the story: this is Jesus’ moment: the story 
has to move on.  Jesus’ time is different, and so will be his mission and purpose. 
 
And so we see him leave the mountain.  His work is not there, it is among the people. 
 
His work is not simply to be transfigured or glorified – in fact by then he’s pretty sure his 
work could end up getting him killed! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
This story reminds us that the call of GOD’s Spirit moves on… 
remaining connected with what’s gone before, for certain, but not limited by it.  Building on 
it, shaping new futures… 
 
In each age and moment the calling for people of faith has been – and is - to discern the 
leading of GOD’s Holy Spirit, and to risk that leading as our way.  It starts with GOD and 
shapes who we are and what we do as church, around our calling to reflect the life 
of GOD in the world. 
 
This is an important story that calls us to the mountain to be refreshed and renewed for 
the ministry we share in the world.   
And when you think about it, that’s the point of what of what we do when we come 
together as church.  We’re gathered in, to be strengthened and sent out for where our 
work is, the other 6 days. 
 
Despite Peter’s best intentions, we can’t stay on the mountain, but those moments are 
precious.  And each time we leave the mountain top, and live our lives as faithfully as we 
can, let’s remember the other big truth of this story: it turns out that we never leave GOD 
behind! 

 
 
 

In the holy name of the ONE in whom we live, and move, and have our being.      AMEN 


