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Diary Dates
December 2011

Saturday 3rd December
5:30pm

Saturday Night Church & BBQ

KidsZone, Fab Singers, songs, activi-

ties for families in The Avenue Cen-

tre followed by our end of year BBQ

Wednesday 7 December
7.30pm Service
Christmas Remembrance
Service
Remembering those no longer with us
with music from harpist, Sasha
Hartdopler.

Sunday |18 December
10:15am Service
with Souled Out band, Fab Singers
and KidsZone, followed by morning
tea in the Avenue Centre

CHRISTMAS EVE
7.30pm
Carols for Kids of All Ages
A special night for families with carols,
candles and a special Christmas
Story

CHRISTMAS DAY
9.00 am
A special Christmas Day Celebration
for Families

2012
Saturday Night Church
February 4th 5.30pm
Our first Saturday Night Church for
2012 with activities for all ages

Invitation — Join Us For Christmas @ The Avenue

Good tidings: “On Earth, Peace to all”
My niece said to me the other day how much
she enjoys the whole Christmas period each
year. But I am always a bit ambivalent.
Working full-time as well as looking after
family and a household, and then adding in
end-of-year functions, Christmas shopping
and preparing all the extras for the holiday
period, life gets just about as full as it can
possibly be without bursting. It's a bit like a
house of cards: just one more card will bring
the whole lot crashing down. Already at my
limit, just one extra thing to deal with and
total collapse is on the cards. Just one extra
thing |ike .. a memb
ing seriously ill, my partner losing his job, or
the car deciding to pack it in.

This time of year is far from what could be
called a time of peace, or 'comfort and joy'.
More like 'chaos and stress'! Yet in the midst
of this — and perhaps especially when I go
into overload — I know how much I want
peace, how much I yearn for it.

A few years back, a close family member
became very sick over the weeks just before
Christmas, and I simply had to drop all sorts
of other things. They all faded into insignifi-
cance with the one thing that mattered so
much more — spending precious time with
precious family. That's when you're re-
minded of what really matters in life. Not
that family relationships are without tensions,
especially at Christmas!! But somehow it is
at Christmas that our desire for peace and
reconciliation in our relationships with fam-
ily, friends, and at work, becomes especially
poignant. If only we could feel at peace!

According to one of the gospel stories of Je-
sus' birth, angels appeared to poor shepherds
singing 'on earth, peace to all'. This promise
sung by the angels to those over-worked
night-shift workers on a minimum wage an-
nouncing the birth of the Christ-child — this
promise of peace at Christmas — is like an
invitation amidst the chaos and stress to step

to remember what really matters. Jesus
was born in poverty to parents who had
absolutely nothing but each other. Yet
there was Peace amongst them in God's
loving presence with them, and this
same Peace is on offer to us.

What really matters to you? What do
you long for? What brings you real
peace?

Denise
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followed by Organised
Games & BBQ

5:30pm 3 December
in The Avenue Centre
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Fab Singers, Songs, Bible Story,
Childrends A

BBQ/Salads/Dessert
$5 per head or $10 per family
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back and drop what doesn't matter, like a call

MUSIC TOGETHER
2012
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Our Music Together program for tod-
dlers/pre -school children resumes in
2012 on Friday mornings during
school terms.

For 2012 enrolments or more informa-
tion please contact
Annabel Evans on 9877 1612
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Services.
We wish a very Happy Birthday to: At all 10.15am Sunday services, except during the Janu-
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December/January Childrends Acti
Birthdays Worship Services
As usual, the KidsZone program will be included as part
of each Saturday Night and

Jackson Daws ary school holiday period,

Brendan Wilkinson vided during each service in the event young children are

resent .
At the Saturday Night Church on 3 De- P
cember we will be singing Happy Birth- A toddlers corner is available for all services.
day and cutting a cake in their honour.
POSITION VACANT
@ Can you spot the
Jour differences? =

FAMILY MINISTRY COORDINATOR
(PART -TIME)

As a member of our staff team, the Family Ministry
Coordinator is responsible for coordinating, support-
ing and developing existing and new programs and
activities as part of our growing ministry and in-
volvement with Children and families.

This is a part -time position up to 12 hours per week.
For a position description or further details, contact

the Rev Denise Liersch at the Church Office on
98780569 or email

denise.mail@netspace.net.au
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www.avenueuniting.org

The Avenue Uniting Church Blackburn

Cnr The Avenue & Blackburn Road,
Blackburn 3130
PH: 9878 0569
Email: avenuemail@netspace.net.au

Minister: Rev Denise Liersch
Pastoral Minister: John Boatman
Office Manager: Kathryn Henry

Youth Activities Coordinator: Amy Munro
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